He's not some Madison Avenue hack, not just a branding logo made up out of whole (terry) cloth. He's got feelings, thoughts, ideas, emotions -- and he's written them down in a new memoir called Me by Me: The Pets.com Sock Puppet Book. 

For those not in the loop about things like this, the Pets.com sock puppet was the Aunt Jemima of Pets.com, the online retailer of pet products that closed its doors in November. 

The puppet is, literally, a tube sock controlled by a human hand. He's got buttons for eyes, two pinned-on painted ears, and a mouth like you wouldn't believe. 

See, the thing with this puppet is, he's smart-talkin'. And that's why people love him. 

In Pets.com's salad days, the puppet's TV commercials were on prime time every night, and he was, in a word, genius. Like any sensible spokesperson, from Michael Jordan to Mrs. Butterworth, the puppet promoted himself more than his beleaguered product. 

Sure, he was there only thanks to the good people at Pets.com -- but as he roamed the streets of New York, microphone in hand, and good-naturedly gossiped with ordinary citizens in his path, one got the feeling that this sock was destined for greatness. 

And he achieved it. While Pets.com's fortunes grew dimmer and dimmer, the puppet's star went supernova. He struck up a friendship with ABC News' Diane Sawyer, and he'd frequently make appearances on Good Morning America, serenading the journalist with "Three Times a Lady" and chatting it up with George Stephanopoulos. 

And like Stephanopoulos, the puppet was not above leaping from a sinking ship to write a book. 

Me by Me's spine bills the book as a "media tie-in," suggesting that it was originally planned -- like the for-sale sock-puppet dolls, and the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade sock-puppet float -- as a mere marketing tool. 

But by the time the book appeared on shelves earlier this month, there was no company to market, and the "media tie-in" label seemed like wishful thinking. Now, it should actually be labeled a biography, because really, this book is only about the sock puppet; he stands here as his own sock, and the only real reference to the e-commerce dot-com comes on the copyright page. 

Me by Me is mostly a picture book, with each photograph appended by a small note of wisdom from the sock puppet himself. But even though the puppet's words are measured -- writing's got to be hard if you're a sock, so you can't blame him -- they lay bare his likes and dislikes, his sometimes tragic past, and most importantly, his soul. 

We learn, for example, that the sock puppet is a huge fan of Eric Estrada, the star of the old TV show CHiPs; that he loves Fresca, which he calls "the elixir of life"; and that his best friend is a parakeet named Uncle Wiggles. 
But the surprising thing about all this -- all these real-life details that make this sock more than just a heel-and-toe -- is that, according to the book's publisher Byron Preiss, all of the ideas came from the sock puppet himself. In other words, said Preiss, the sock puppet is alive. 

Come again? 

"There was a collaboration, but most of this was written by the sock puppet himself. He told us what he wanted in the book," Preiss said. 

Now when you say "sock puppet," who are you talking about? Is there some guy who is the brains behind the puppet? 

"No," Preiss said. "The sock puppet is very much his own character. He's had a hard time during the past few months, but he's very much with us. Now, he always travels with the actor Michael Black, if that's what you mean. Those two always seem to be in the same place at the same time, like on Good Morning America. But the puppet is very real." 

The sock puppet's publicist, Sandy Mendelson, said the same thing: The sock puppet is real. But when asked if Wired News could interview the puppet, Mendelson demurred. "We're not sure that we'll have access to the sock puppet," she said cryptically. "He was working with us a few weeks ago, but I'm not sure it would be possible now." 

The whole thing seemed very strange. Did this mean that the sock puppet was too big for Wired News, that he'd only talk to the likes of Diane Sawyer? Or did this mean that, with Pets.com's demise, the puppet was kaput? 

Preiss, the puppet's publisher, said he didn't know what the future holds in store for the puppet. "He does have a future, but to be honest, I don't know what it is. Pets.com still owns the rights to the character, and we wouldn't know until they sold it." 

But Preiss also said that if Pets.com found a buyer for the puppet's rights, his company, I-Books, would definitely be working on more projects with the puppet. "This book has already sold out," Preiss said proudly. "We printed 25,000, and we don't have any copies left." 

When asked to comment on what they thought of a marketing campaign outlasting their company, some former Pets.com employees expressed only good will toward the sock puppet. 

"He was an amazing marketing idea," said a call-center worker who only wanted to be identified as Jay. "We'd get hundreds of calls each day about the puppet, everyone wanting to know if they could order one. The company was going down, I could see it crumbling internally. But people on the outside loved the puppet." 

And apparently, the puppet is still making media appearances, though not at technology news sites: He'll make another appearance on Good Morning America on Christmas day, Preiss said, where he'll recite "Twas the Night Before Christmas" to schoolchildren. 

